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The cupboard isn’t bare at Im-
maculate Conception Church 
in the northeast Bronx where 

the soup kitchen is now serving be-
tween 150 and 180 people a day.  But 
volunteer cook Carmen Santiago read-
ily ticks off all the food items they’re 
short on.

“We need (cooking) oil, we don’t 
have any coffee, sugar, milk, potatoes, 
mixed vegetables, salt, we don’t need 
rice, rice we have a lot,” she said. 

“This is the most tight we’ve seen it. 
When we cook we have to go looking 
for things to make because sometimes 
there is nothing.” 

Still, no one who comes to the 
soup kitchen is turned away. “Every-
one who comes here eats. They don’t 
go without eating,” assured Brother 
Lombardo D’Auria, O.F.M. Cap., who 
helps coordinate the Helping Hands 
soup kitchen, which operates daily in 
the church basement from Monday to 
Friday, with different parish volunteer 
groups lending a hand in the cooking 
and serving. 

“All the groups are very creative 
and try to provide a healthy meal be-
cause for some of these people this is 

FOOD INSECURITY RATE OVERALL PEOPLE CHILD FOOD 
INSECURITY

CHILDREN

Nationwide 16.60% 23.20%

New York State 13.50%  2,616,780 22.40%  1,006,390 

Archdiocese of New York 12.42%  817,860 21.97%  324,960 

By county:

Bronx 21.20%  292,320 31.80%  124,760 

Dutchess 10.70%  31,350 18.70%  12,700 

New York (Manhattan) 14.00%  226,190 24.90%  64,930 

Orange 11.70%  44,010 22.60%  23,640 

Putnam 8.60%  8,540 17.00%  4,160 

Richmond 11.70%  56,490 21.00%  24,060 

Rockland 10.60%  31,590 20.30%  16,900 

Sullivan 13.80%  10,490 23.80%  4,180 

Ulster 11.90%  21,560 21.90%  8,370 

Westchester 10.00%  95,320 17.70%  41,260 

“Map the Meal Gap” is a project by Feeding America to learn more about the 
level of hunger on a local level. Statistics were compiled per county for the Unit-
ed States by comparing average meal costs with surveyed families’ food budget 
shortfall. Archdiocese of New York data was calculated by Catholic Charities of 
the Archdiocese of New York.

 Results of the entire study are available at http://feedingamerica.org. 

Source: Feeding America “Map the Meal Gap” 2011 

The ‘Meal Gap’ in the Archdiocese

Catholic Community Reaching Out to ‘Feed Our Neighbors’
By RON LAJOIE

the only meal they will have,” Brother 
D’Auria said. “Right now the (parish) 
community has been providing food 
besides the small supplies we get 
from the food bank and other agen-
cies. It’s not a rich community, it’s a 

mixed community. But what little they 
have, they share.”

The situation at Immaculate Con-
ception is not unique. Across the arch-
diocese’s 10 counties, food pantries 
and soup kitchens are dealing with 
ever-increasing 
demands and few-
er resources as lin-
gering economic 
woes continue to 
push people to the 
brink of poverty 
and beyond. Last 
year, agencies operated or supported 
by archdiocesan Catholic Charities 
provided 6.1 million meals to strug-
gling people. 

More than 800,000 people in the 
10-county region, or 12 percent of our 
neighbors, are experiencing diffi culty 
affording food.  Families with children 
fare worse, with 22 percent having dif-
fi culty affording food. 

At Thanksgiving, Archbishop 
Dolan announced an initiative 
calling on every Catholic insti-

tution in the archdiocese—parishes, 
schools, charitable institutions and 
other organizations—to take part in a 
“Feed Our Neighbors” campaign Sun-
day to Sunday, Jan. 22 to 29, to increase 
the supply of food available to hungry 
New Yorkers through a collection of 
food goods or money. 

“I am proposing one specifi c initia-
tive for our Catholic community that 

I hope might inspire others to do like-
wise,” he stated. “This initiative can-
not resolve the problem, for it is im-
possible to make up all the reductions 
in resources. However, the fact we 
cannot do everything is not an excuse 
to do nothing.”

Catholic Charities is coordinating 
the initiative. There are three ways 
to participate: make a donation to a 
collection in your parish to support 
emergency food programs, partici-
pate in the food drive from Jan. 22 to 
Jan. 29 or volunteer at a food pantry. 

Msgr. Kevin Sullivan, executive di-
rector of archdiocesan Catholic Char-
ities, said the problem is not one of a 
food shortage in New York City and 
the surrounding area, but rather one 
of food affordability. 

“Clearly there is enough food in 
New York City, but people don’t have 

the money to buy 
it. And we’re talk-
ing about the ba-
sics,” Msgr. Sul-
livan told CNY. 
“The cost of food 
has gone up so 
that you have 

coming together a number of differ-
ent factors that mean a lot of poor 
people are having an incredibly hard 
time getting enough to eat. This feed-
ing our neighbor campaign is our 
Catholic response to try to replenish 
food pantries for our neighbors of all 
religions.” 

Carlos Rodriguez, consulting food 
initiative coordinator for Catholic 
Charities, says a combination of eco-
nomic factors has created a “perfect 
storm.”

“On the one hand you have this 
economy that’s producing 9 percent 
unemployment, and at the same time 
you have dwindling (food bank) re-
sources,” he explained. “Donations 
aren’t as robust as they used to be. 
Manufacturers are fi nding alterna-
tive markets, so they are able to send 
food overseas and make a penny on 

Campaign Begins Jan. 22

(Continued on Page 8)

HELPING HANDS—Student volunteers 
Krystina Iordanou, left, and Molly Sul-
livan, right, serve guests at Immaculate 
Conception parish’s soup kitchen in the 
northeast Bronx. The two students at-
tend Friends Academy, a Quaker college 
preparatory school in Locust Valley. The 
students were helping out as part of 
their school service requirement. 
Chris Sheridan


